
R A N D Y  S C H L U E T E R  

Winter Assessment Data 

Students in grades 2 through 11 took the MAP 
(Measurement of Academic Progress) or the NSCAS 
(Nebraska Student Centered Assessment System) winter 
assessments during the month of January.  The data is dis-
played below and it shows that the students at Tri County 
continue to perform at or above the 50th percentile in al-
most every grade level and curricular area.  In addition, Tri 
County students outperformed the state average in almost 
every area.  Staff members have reviewed all of the data 
and are planning on methods to improve student achieve-
ment in the areas that show need for improvement.  Many 
of the students who took the winter assessments will take 
a spring assessment to look for growth from the winter 
and fall assessments. 
 

Board of Education Update 

The board of education has approved the replacement of 
two sections of the roof on the building for the summer of 
2022.  Four rooftop heating/cooling units will be replaced 
in the summer along with the roof replacement.  The dis-
trict has a long range plan of replacing roof sections and 
RTUs when they reach the end of the projected warranty 
period or unit efficiency.  Part of the district’s strategic 
plan is to maintain a “well maintained facility” for now and 
for the future of the district.   The Buildings and Grounds 
committee of the board has worked with the head of 
maintenance and administration to prepare a plan to keep 
the building infrastructure sound and up to date. 

Superintendent Transition 

Dr. Tiffanie Welte and I have met several times to discuss 
the transition of the office of superintendent.  Dr. Welte is 
planning to come to Tri County several times during the 
last three months of the school year.  She wants to meet 
with various groups of staff members and administrators 
to gain a better understanding of their perspective of the 
wants and needs of each group.  I will continue to keep her 
informed curriculum, policy, capital construction, staffing 
and any other items of information she would like.   

 

Safety Lights at Tri County 

Part of the safety plan for the district to reduce the poten-
tial for accidents on highway 103 was the installation of 
lights at the intersection with Hackberry Road.  Two lights 
have been installed and are doing a great job in illumi-
nating the intersection at night.  Thank you to Norris Public 
Power for their donation of time and materials to install 
the lights.  The next lighting project will be the entrance to 
Circle Drive off of highway 103.  The district will again part-
ner with NPP to add additional lights at the entrance to 
the front of the building.  During the spring, the Nebraska 
Department of Transportation will begin installing the 
flashing lights to reduce the speed limit during the start 
and end times of the school day.  Parents, please remind 
your children to drive safely to protect themselves, others 
in their vehicle and their family. 

 

T r o j a n  T a l k  
T r i  C o u n t y  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  D i s t r i c t  N e w s l e t t e r  

M ar c h  2 0 2 2  

TIME IS RUNNING OUT 
 

Parents and guardians, it is almost spring and the weather outside already feels like spring.  And, everyone is starting a 
downhill slide to the end of the school year.  The spring of the year is very busy for students and staff with a wide varie-
ty of activities.  Staff members met on the last late start of February and looked at a school calendar and did some 
backward planning to make sure they would be able to cover the priority standards for their curriculum.   

 

Parents, please be sure that you continue to talk to your child(ren) about finishing the school year strong.  The last third 
of the school year includes a wide variety of student activities that staff and students need to plan around and required 
assessments students must take.  Just like an activity in which your child participates, parents and staff members must 
encourage them to finish strong through the end.  It is equally important to encourage them to finish strong in the class-
room as the end of the school year approaches.  Talk to your child on how they are doing in school, check grades on 
PowerSchool, contact teachers with questions, and become an active part of Tri County Public Schools.  Your involve-
ment in your child’s education will pay great dividends as the end of the school year approaches. 



From the Desk of the  Secondary Principal….Ryan Clark 

Class Scheduling  

 
7/9 Orientation Night 

 
ACT at TC on March 22nd 

 
Senior Website

 

Career and Technical Learning Survey 

Student Fees 

 

    We are starting the process of scheduling students for the 2022-2023 school year.  Mrs. Spilker and Mrs. Wollenburg have 
been meeting with classes and talking with students about the importance of taking classes that will be beneficial to their aca-
demic path. 

   Being thoughtful when building a schedule is an important process for students.  It can have a positive effect on the career 
path they choose.  By carefully selecting courses that fall into their future plans, students can set themselves up for an easy tran-
sition beyond high school. 

     Students also have many opportunities to gain college credit while at TC.  Juniors and seniors are eligible to take SENCAP 
(Southeast Nebraska Career Academy Partnership) courses through Southeast Community College.  SENCAP courses are a great 
way for students to gain college credit, while getting the experience in the potential career field of their choice.  Students in 
grades 9 and 10 can set themselves up for the opportunity to be eligible to take SENCAP courses by excelling in the classroom in 
their core classes and electives in the years leading  up to their 11th and 12th grade years. 

    Please have conversations with your student about the classes they have chosen for the 22-23 school year.  You can access 
their preferred course choices via PowerSchool.  Also, Please check out our course catalog under the Jr/Sr High School tab on the 
Tri County web page.  The course catalog is full of useful information pertaining to the right courses to take for each student's 
specific plans after high school. 

On March 28th, parents of students in grade 6 (class of 2028) and grade 8 (class of 2026) are invited to Tri County for parent 
information night.  We will discuss many things having to do with the transition to junior high or high school.  Topics of discus-
sion will include:  courses available to students, exploratory/elective classes, extracurricular activities and a question and an-
swer session.  The session for future JH students starts at 6:30 in the auditorium and the session for future HS students will 
start at 7:15 in the cafeteria. 

On March 22nd, all Juniors will be taking the ACT at Tri County.  The test will start promptly at 8:00 am.  It is extremely im-
portant that all students be in attendance that day.  We will also spend time prior to the 22nd completing the non-testing por-
tion of the ACT.  On the non-testing portion, students are asked which schools the student prefers their ACT scores to be sent 
to, family educational history, and personal interests related to areas of study. 

Senior parents, please access the “All Things Senior Year” website for information regarding scholarships, important dates, and 
information related to applying for financial aid. 

   To access the site, go to the TC homepage, hover over the Jr/Sr High tab and click on “Senior Information. 

Please submit payment for student fees your student may owe.  A detailed list of any fees can be viewed on the parent side of 
PowerSchool.  It is important to pay student fees as soon as possible.  Thank You! 

Tri County has been fortunate to have received multiple reVision grants.  Please take time to give your feedback on our Career 
and Technical Learning programming at TC.  The feedback you provide will help us in providing direction for our CTE programs 
and course offerings. 

Scan here to take the survey:                       or go to:   https://tinyurl.com/2p88fc3t 



From the Desk of the  Activities Director….Bryce Simpson  

bryce.simpson@tricountyschools.org 

As the calendar switches to March, we start to turn our attention to track & field, district and state 
competitions for other activities, and all the conventions and banquets that our students attend in the 
months ahead.  After successful fall and winter seasons with our athletics and activities, I’m looking for-
ward to a strong finish to close out the school year.  Thanks to all for the support you’ve given our stu-
dents up to this point.  Our community support is an important part of the opportunities our kids have 
and the successes they get to experience. 

Notes & Reminders: 

 

 rSchool continues to be our primary calendar for activities and athletics.  This can be found on the Tri 
County website (“Activities Calendar”).  The calendar is very fluid week to week, so please check the cal-
endar frequently and sign up for notifications. 

 Thanks to all of our winter sport athletes and coaches.  You represented Tri County well on and off the 
court and mat.  Congratulations on your seasons and the numerous accomplishments! 

 Congratulations to the three state wrestling qualifiers:  Jurgen Baker, Brevin Damrow, and Caden Reedy.  
You competed well and made us all very proud! 

 With spring practices starting, please make sure the necessary paperwork is turned in to the office, espe-
cially if they did not participate in a fall or winter sport/activity. 

 District speech will be held at Sandy Creek High School on Thursday, March 3.  State speech will be on 
Thursday, March 17 at Kearney High School. 

 Our music department is swamped this time of year with the various honor choirs, competitions, and con-
certs.  Tri County hosts the MUDECAS music contest on Thursday, March 24th.  The spring concert, dis-
trict music, and the POPS concert are in the months ahead as well.  Thanks to the students and Mr. Morris-
sey and Mr. Wooten for all your hard work. 

 The first high school track meet is scheduled for Friday, March 18th at the Doane University Indoor Track 
& Field facility.  The first junior high track meet is scheduled for Thursday, March 31st at Friend.  Practice 
and competition schedules can be found using the activities calendar mentioned above. 

 Tri County will host four track meets this year.  If you are interested in volunteering your time to help with 
any of these meets, please contact Bryce Simpson.  Thanks in advance for your help! 

mailto:bryce.simpson@tricountyschools.org


From the Desk of the  Elementary Principal ….  Jesse Gronemeyer 

Important Upcoming Elementary dates 

 

  April 4th - Kindergarten Round Up Parent Meeting - 6 PM 

 April 8th - Kindergarten Round Up -  8-11AM 

 April 9th - Elementary Carnival -   5-8PM 

 April 19th - NSCAS Testing Begins - Grades 3-6th 

 April 22nd - Author Jill Esbaum visits Tri County 

 April 29th - 2nd Grade Field Trip - Edgerton Science Center 

 May 3rd - 4th Grade Field Trip - State Capitol 

 May 6th - 3rd Grade Field Trip - Lincoln Zoo 

 May 16th - Awards Assembly 2 PM 

 May 16th - Preschool Graduation 6 PM 

 May 18th - Elementary Track Meet -  NOON 

 May 19th - Last Day of school - 11 AM Dismissal 

Parent Teacher Conferences:    

Thank you mothers and fathers for attending 2022 
Winter Parent Teacher Conferences.    It was great 
speaking with nearly 98% of the parents about your 
child/ren.    If you were unable to attend, please make 
contact with your child’s teacher.   We will do our 
best to reschedule so that you have a chance to learn 
more about your child’s academic progress! 

 

PTO Reminders:  

 There will be a spring carnival again this year spon-
sored by the PTO.   It is on April 2nd from 5-8pm.   A 
company called FUN SERVICES has been hired and 
will organize the games etc.    There will also be a 
raffle full of many prizes for kids to win!  There will 
be more information coming home in the near future 
for parents.  So, be watching those backpacks for 
more carnival information.   Parents, if you would 
like to volunteer to help work at the carnival, please 
contact me at school (Mr. Gronemeyer). 

 

A BIG THANKS to our PTO for funding ventrilo-
quist Kevin Horner to visit Tri County!  Kevin was a 
HUGE HIT and the students and staff absolutely 
loved his performances.  Kevin used humor to help 

spread his message on anti bullying and giving effort 
in all that you do!     

 

Reading Curriculum/Adoption: 

Tri County Elementary has begun the process to up-
date the current reading curriculum.   A team of Mr. 
Gronemeyer and four other teachers will continue to 
work on this task throughout the 21-22 and 22-23 
school year.  The school will adopt and implement the 
new series for the 23-24 school year.   Currently we 
use the 2013 version of the Reading Streets curricu-
lum.  If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call 
Mr. Gronemeyer.     

 

Preschool: 

Do not forget to get your child signed up for pre-

school next year!   This needs to be done as soon as 

possible!   Simply call the front office and ask for a 

preschool application.  Remember, the sections do fill 

up fast and you are not guaranteed a spot in pre-

school.  The earlier you apply, the better chance you 

have for acceptance.    We will notify all parents by 

May 1st if your child is accepted or declined for the 

following preschool year.    



Tri County Career Technology Education Students Compete 
 
Fourteen Tri County students enrolled in Career Technology Education classes competed 
in two District 5 competitions in Lincoln on Feb. 23rd.  The Career Development Events 
(CDE’s) were hosted by Southeast Community College.  The competitions were state quali-
fying events for the Apri contests.  There are 16 schools in the District 5 area. 
 
The Poultry Evaluation Team was led by 
Kaden VanWinkle’s first place finish and 
gold medal.  The Tri County team placed 
third and earned bronze medals.  Joining 
VanWinkle was John Wehrman, Garrett 
Smidt and Lucas Lewandowski.  John and 
Garrett received blue ribbons and Lucas 
earned a red ribbon.  Ellie Peters and Talon 
Caudill also judged for Tri County.  The 
team finished as State Alternates. 
 
Students evaluated production hens, car-
cass cuts, broke-out eggs, interior and exte-
rior eggs, poultry carcasses and gave oral 
reasons. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Tri County Welding team had eight 
students compete.  The team of Gracin 
Hahn, Grant Lewandowski, Kanin Baker 
and Chris Janssen placed second as 
district runner-ups and will represent 
Tri County at State!  Students compet-
ed in four welding areas with scores 
counting for the team totals.  They 
earned team silver medals.  Students 
welded in the flat and vertical posi-
tions. 
 
Gracin Hahn won the GMAW (MIG) divi-
sion and brought home the gold med-
al.  Nick Loxterkamp placed 7th in this 
division.  Chris Janssen finished with 
the silver medal in Arc Welding.  Kaden 
Koch also represented Tri County in 
this area.  In Oxy/Acetylene Welding 
Grant Lewandowski placed 7th.  Zaid 
Martinez welded O/A also.  Kanin Baker 
had a solid 5th place finish in TIG Weld-
ing and Caden Reedy competed in TIG. 
 

The Tri County Poultry Evaluation team placed 3rd at the District 5 
Ag Education Career Development Events at SCC-Lincoln on Feb. 
23rd.  Team members were (R to L)  Lucas Lewandowski, Kaden 
VanWinkle, John Wehrman, Ellie Peters and Garrett Smidt.  Kaden 
won the individual competition. 

The Tri County High School Welding Team earned runner-up honors at the Dis-
trict 5 competition.  Students competed in four person teams.  The group will 
compete at the State Ag Education competition on April 7th.  Students included 
(front right to left) Gracin Hahn, Kaden Koch, Zaid Martinez and Kanin 
Baker.  (Back row) Nick Loxterkamp, Chris Janssen, Grant Lewandowski, Caden 
Reedy and Welding Instructor Justin Sand. 



SIX TRI COUNTY FFA MEMBERS APPLY FOR STATE FFA DEGREE  
 

Six Tri County High School Agriculture Education students have applied for the 2022 Nebraska State FFA 
Degree.  The seniors are Nick Loxterkamp, son of Joe & Gail Loxterkamp; Gavin Weichel, son of Chad & 
Deb Weichel; Brevin Damrow, son of Derrick & Jessi Damrow; Gracin Hahn, son of James & Robin Hahn; 
Emerson Schultis, daughter of Greg & Melissa Schultis; Emily Thavenet, daughter of James & Jamie Tha-
venet. 
 
The State FFA Degree is the highest degree 
the Nebraska State FFA Association can 
bestow.  A member must be a senior or one 
year out of high school to apply.  They must 
have a “C” academic average, submit two 
years of financial record books, interview 
with a board of Ag Education instructors 
and pass an oral test.  In addition the appli-
cant must earn 500 leadership points,  serve 
as an officer or committee chair and volun-
teer for 25 hours of community ser-
vice.  The student must be versed in parlia-
mentary procedure and public speaking. 
 
State Degree ceremonies will be conducted 
at the State FFA Convention in Lincoln on 
April  8th at Pinnacle Bank Arena.                
Mr. Dave Barnard serves as the candidates'       
Advisor. 

The 2022 Tri County FFA Chapter State FFA Degree candidates 
are (R to L, back)  Gracin Hahn, Gavin Weichel, Nick Loxterkamp 
and Brevin Damrow; (Front) Emily Thavenet and Emerson 
Schultis.  The group interviewed for their degree on Feb. 2 at Tri 
County High School with students from 15 other District 5 schools. 

A group of FBLA students took part in the Peru St Business Contest on February 16th. Stu-
dents spent the day taking tests in a variety of Busi-
ness categories with Payton Smidt taking 2nd in Busi-
ness Communications & Jackson McNiff took 3rd in 
the Web Page Design.  Payton Smidt is preparing to 
campaign for FBLA State President. She will hold a 
campaign booth at the State Leadership Conference in 
Kearney on April 11-13.  



Tri County KINDERGARTEN ROUND UP....Get your child signed up now!!! 

Preparations are now being made for KINDERGARTEN ROUND UP at Tri County Elementary.  This is a great 

opportunity for you and your child to meet the kindergarten teachers and see the classroom before next August.  

Please look below for the round up dates and times. 

Parent Meeting – Monday, April 4th @ 6:00 PM in the kindergarten room (please do not bring your child 

to this meeting 

Kindergarten Round Up - Friday, April 8th from 8:00-11:15 a.m. (Preschoolers may ride the bus to 

school in the morning using the regular route, and the preschool bus after round up using the regular stops. 

There will be NO afternoon preschool that day.) 

 

If you are a parent of a child who is eligible for entrance into kindergarten for the 2022-2023 school year, please 

fill out the bottom portion of this form and return it to the front desk at Tri County Elementary by Friday, March 

25th.  You may also register your child by calling the front desk at 402-683-4035.   

 

When registering your kindergarten child, please remember the following requirements: 

 

1.  Your child must be five years old on or before July 31st of the school year in which he/she enters kindergarten.  

(State Law) 

2.  If you live within the Tri County school district, you have automatic acceptance into the 2022-2023 kindergar-

ten class.   

3.  If you live outside of the district boundaries, you need to fill out the proper "option enrollment" papers before 

March 15th, 2022.  (Can get from the district office.)  This does not guarantee your acceptance into Tri County.  

Tri County will accept out of district students up to 36 total students.  Once the total reaches 36, no others will 

be accepted.  Preference is given to those that applied and turned in their "option enrollment" papers first and 

those that have siblings already at the school. (Tri County Board Policy) 

 

 If you have any questions, please call me at the school.   Forms can be turned in at the school or sent to the 

following address: 

 
Tri County Elementary 

72520 Hwy 103 
DeWitt, Ne 68341 

 
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ————— 
 
Child's Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Age ____________________ Birthdate_________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent's Names____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone & email_________________________________________________________________________ 



   “MARCHING” TACO MEAL FUNDRAISER    
   

When: Tuesday,  March 8,  2022 
 

Serving Time: 5:30 PM -7:30 PM 
 

Cost: $5. 00 per person  

(including drink and dessert!) 
 

Where: Tri County Cafeteria 
 

The Tri County Music Boosters will be sponsoring a “Marching Taco Meal” 
fundraiser!  Come and enjoy the concert and dine with us!  Create your own 
unique taco salad.  We will begin with the nacho chips, add seasoned or un-
seasoned beef, and cheese—you get to add the various toppings of your 
choice!  (Lettuce, Sour Cream, Olives, Tomatoes, Salsa, Onions, Guacamole 
and More!) 

 

Concert Times are as Follows: 

 6:30p.m. Jr. High (7-8 Band and Choir) 

8:00p.m. Sr. High (9-12 Band, Jazz Band, TC Singers, 
and Show Choir) 

 






